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• Stage 1 - Freshly manufactured Corten Steel. At this stage 

the dark oily residue coats the Corten Steel. 

• Stage 2 - The oily residue is beginning to break down, as 

the Corten Steel begins to weather. 

• Stage 3 & 4 - The “Run-Off” stage – This can take around 

3-9 months depending on weather and positioning. 

• Stage 5 & 6 - The final stages of the weathering 
process. Some “Run-Off” may still occur as the 
Corten Steels patina develops to a striking more 
consistent appearance. 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

When you first receive your Corten Steel products they will arrive in an un-weathered or partly 
weathered condition. Once placed outside the weathering process will begin. This can take some 
time; Corten Steel has a reactive patina period of between 3 and 9 months depending on location 
and climate. The patina or rust acts as a protective barrier - it will not penetrate or compromise the 
structural integrity of the material. The colouration of each item will vary as the weathering process 

takes place, eventually producing a rusty brown patina. 
 

 

http://www.aisc.org/WorkArea/showcontent.aspx?id=20278
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